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Abstract: Based on the Balanced Corpus of Contemporary Written Japanese (BCCWJ), this paper conducts an in-
depth cognitive linguistic analysis of the Japanese lexeme "% L L\ and its multiple meanings. Utilizing
cognitive techniques such as metaphor and metonymy, the study classifies the semantic relationships of
" FE L LV in modern Japanese and reveals its affective tendencies across different contexts. Findings indicate
that &= L L\ predominantly conveys negative emotions, covering a range of meanings from the condemnation
of desires and negative evaluations of appearance to the description of humility, sadness, and shame, and it is
primarily used in written expression. In contrast, although this term is listed as a synonym of kawaiso (R %8) in
Weblio's Synonym Dictionary (2024), "i#%&% L L\ carries a stronger connotation of pejoration and criticism,
reflecting a richer spectrum of emotional nuances.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Differences in language, culture, and daily practices vary across countries to different extents. An insufficient
understanding of these linguistic aspects not only impedes effective communication with native speakers but also impacts
research that relies on a nuanced grasp of the country’s historical and cultural context. The term ";& % L LV" is a Level 1
vocabulary word in the Japanese Language Proficiency Test (JLPT); while its pronunciation is straightforward, its
meanings are complex. The K&jien (7th Edition) (2018) provides the following definitions for "% L Ly

(F5 [dso] OFFFAL. B4 L CELBMNERZT. B BT HAV2E)
OENTHZ, BLR&SETH 3,

VI TR 3z &E . L —+ L THF-> TR 2F 2R BV .

B Thm s N6t TEET2604000E, —- LELTHEBEL LA
QEEHTHD, HFEYDZ LIZHEND,

MAZ T—- LELORIMET Y THMNCEEIZ, PIDEESATEY DD B

@ (BELBIFE) BFELL,

SEZE TREZEOREF—- L hHEENE]

@HBEHEWL, #LHTHD. RELLY,

HARE (L00HIENEMETHRYPLCHEL—- LEL
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—- WRIZHEYRTS]

O H LUy, DAL LLY, TARMEA— - Lv] (Niimura, 2018)

Given the definitions provided for "% L L\" in the Kojien (7th Edition), most example sentences are sourced from
classical literary works. These examples, with their archaic and challenging language, offer limited guidance for
understanding and mastering the term "% % L L\ in modern Japanese. This gap between historical and contemporary
usage highlights the need to explore the term's practical meaning and usage in a modern context. Therefore, to
comprehensively and accurately grasp the meanings and usage characteristics of "%z L L\" in contemporary Japanese,
this study adopts a cognitive linguistic approach. Utilizing the extensive data within the Balanced Corpus of
Contemporary Written Japanese (BCCWJ), the study categorizes and analyzes the multiple meanings of this term,
examines the relationships among its various meanings, and, through examples from the corpus, reveals the tendencies
and stylistic applications of ;&% L L\" across different contexts in modern Japanese (National Institute for Japanese
Language and Linguistics, 2018).

2. THE MEANINGS OF "#& % L L\ IN THE CORPUS

An analysis of example sentences in the corpus reveals the following meanings for "j& % L LM
2.1 An attitude of condemnation toward certain desires or thoughts
D .. (BBRFI L EEOHCEHRL AE XL & 5 L3 2BEOMEDREIDERTH Y 2
HOEMEENEE ) ELLBITOEE - HRNEH E VL DS ELWEMLVIRD & v d X < R e
b o N IR E T 3 .(15 H ¥ 41:2004/2/28)
QZDHFREFLERAETH Yo DT BUBLHEORELRNE L T ZNERBIEL CH v e
—Ra D EvFEZAPDHS LA

Afcn6TH.
ERPE)EEHEGR) [HL & MFED o] §1H L)

Example (1) illustrates how "#E L\ " is used to convey a sense of condemnation for undesirable desires. The
underlined content reveals strong criticism of the defendant's intense desire to dominate others, which is seen as an
extreme, foolish, and intolerable behavior deserving harsh rebuke. Similarly, in Example (2), "# % L V" expresses self-
condemnation directed inwardly: the protagonist feels shame and regret about having once considered altering their accent
to hide their regional origins. This example further highlights how "7 & L\ " conveys negative emotions in self-
reflection and internal examination of motives and actions. In both examples, "% % L v " reflects a critical stance toward
external or internal negative behaviors, emphasizing the importance of self-awareness in relation to social standards and
value judgments.

2.2 Negative evaluations of appearance
(3) WEBNZIZLTYH, g Va2 d7 vy EBOBESTHY H VIR

BEIRNTHL, BROTOHRKESCY > T, HELTERZ LI H >, I TopLEHTT. RO
DI EDEEANEEZUNER L o, DFN. DS FLIEREZI LR 5T,

(B [ T—TcwZ 5! | RAHKO

L) ZFHOFENEZTE ). HHRAORERFOHEL>TWB, EHLT. BOED EHMADHNIC H S
FLOLEESSEE I, D&, AP REHEIE . DB CENMBROE s S22 10RE->THS
MER. LAl B s FbMACEICEE2ET. MMOS2EEN2EECENL L. EI0. FA
DLIEFBELTOLME, DAMELLSDIEEZ VEDT. PO TEORKEMTH-> I OHDEREEXDL T
SNBWBTE2 D

CHFE TR 55 R VAT R BB, & A TIRARSC) #0E R A
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In Example (3), "#E L\ " is used to express a negative view of uncouth behavior in appearance. Here, the author
considers "biting into a large piece of meat" a crude and improper action. However, with social advancement and changes
in dining etiquette, such a manner of eating is no longer necessary, allowing people to avoid revealing an " & L " side
of themselves. Through this expression, the author highlights the pejorative sense of "7 & L\ when describing
external behaviors and implies the role of etiquette in regulating daily conduct. Similarly, Example (4) conveys a negative
evaluation of physical defects or undesirable appearance through expressions like "arousing fear and aversion" and
"unsightly current form". Here, "#% % LV " not only describes the character’s "ugly" appearance but also hints at the
negative emotions it might evoke in others, such as repulsion or fear. These examples demonstrate how "7 L\ " is
used to criticize poor appearance or unseemly conduct, emphasizing its strongly pejorative connotation in evaluating
outward image and demeanor.

2.3 Depicting humility or weakness in a person

(5 [DA. JW—T7BT&ZELEDLHEMNEMIGIEATzVDR, JVv—T g lzuk->THS
TOREERA T >IN T 2 ED, Bk 2 OFEEC EBGMHOb 2T n, FE bRV AL
DLTIFL ED F2LIDH, MeELLSHSEFLIBRLIBATERAL]
(BURFED [PH DL A 1] NFERD

() CHIZE > T, HORHIAADAREA bhbh DL I HE FLOLHNKREED L S n&dEbd CHIE
ALI6ENDIEE I H, (FE—5 [ sEHRE

In Example (5), "# E L " is used to convey a negative judgment about an individual’s humble stance within a group. In
this instance, the character suppresses personal interest and conforms to others, indicating an attitude of "unconditional
compliance". Such behavior makes the individual appear weak, losing a sense of self; here, "# % L \\" denotes both a
diminishing of self-identity and a hint of self-respect being compromised, revealing a sense of emotional critique against
self-deprecation under social pressure. Similarly, Example (6) illustrates how "7 % L \\" describes a person’s smallness
or insignificance. In this context, a person appears especially small in the presence of deities, and " ¥ % L " emphasizes
this powerlessness in the face of sacred entities. These two examples reveal the term’s various facets when describing a
state of humility: one aspect shows self-compromise and suppression in interpersonal interactions, while the other reflects
an awareness of one’s insignificance on a larger existential level. These examples show that "% % L V" not only conveys
humility but also deeply reflects the conflict and helplessness of individual consciousness in specific situations.

2.4 Conveying a sense of sorrow

(D b n—=\WE 57 VBT [REWD] (VAL LA—L) HEETHBEDIZ. 5T

FE20&VRMOBMONTLEZAFELLTT., DX VIS L HEONHH B 2RI, DA LREL
S50TCHLATEID VI WHELPERELOVEBITZ2DTY. (AMKIET [FInDOH & T FrEit)

(8) ZNWHRZEHROKKEXEE L EE. HETHEDBECE AL >Twa0hEL., §EL DL
HOanES [\e2nNsREsnN328820DC. BEEL. ANDJFEZOEBCTUHEBEEZIY VDR B L
RN, BELOLERPEEZbETNIE R S KL,

(G ol I TR WA A DUl B AR/ T

In Example (7), "#E L\ " is used to express a sense of sorrow for the behavior of indulging excessively in food before
fasting. In this context, fasting generally signifies self-control and discipline, while "indulging in meat on the eve of
fasting” represents a divergence from this ideal, signaling a release of desire. Such behavior is seen as a violation of the
principle of restraint, evoking a feeling of sadness. Here, "#% % L\ " conveys not only disappointment in this greedy
behavior but also highlights the contrast between restraint and indulgence, inviting readers to reflect deeply on the
importance of moderation. Likewise, Example (8) uses "# % L\ " to describe the loss of etiquette in the pursuit of
hygiene with a flush toilet system. While such systems improve sanitation, this advancement leads to a disregard for
traditional decorum, reflecting a conflict between technological progress and cultural etiquette. Here, "#& % L V" conveys
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a critical sorrow for the loss of etiquette due to modernization, stressing the importance of upholding decorum and
cultural values amid the pursuit of convenience and cleanliness. Through the term "% LV ", these two examples
express sorrow over indulgence and the erosion of cultural etiquette brought about by modernization, underscoring its
nuanced dimensions in conveying sadness.

2.5 Depicting a tragic or pitiable state

(D HNRAG B b T2 enhhofehs. MEEZDZHBHAELL oo, BEEEH > T BRI
WD CATREBRED & ) 2B, Z2LOXEAHERL . BRIFGEELOHm e L . IEEDTiRE R T
PEHLMOEEDDDLLL ST, HIHckS 2, pOLE0HIEILVLANOEEZBOET L, B3O
Fzxok-o7.

CHrHEXES TG X SCEFHO

(10) B2H . —F WA sS5HHVIE. 74—V 2Lk Ly bl ER, HolsBLED 20
BEERSA, HIEATOETSTORLEONTITANT, LYy b7 V8T B, B, BE. BT LE5HR
FHINT. ZfBemz e, grdimrZrs. FHROHAERILST. 924> TEEEL LA, ZHEOR
FHEMTREIE A D HHEL A% o fz (Tsujimura, 1998) .

GERHRBY T2 7 40 2HEE] A

In Example (9), "#&F£ L\ " is used to describe the pitiful situation of Imagawa Ujizane fleeing. Facing an invasion from
the Takeda forces, Ujizane was forced to retreat, losing many retainers and plunging his territory into chaos, with no time
even to visit his wife before fleeing to Kakegawa Castle. This scene portrays his distress and helplessness in war, with
" E LU\ accentuating his downtrodden state, evoking a deep sense of melancholy. Similarly, Example (10) uses
"HE LU\ to describe the miserable condition of a protagonist who, restricted in movement, finds limited solace in
meals and cigarettes. Although the weather is fine, and outdoor activities could be enjoyed, the protagonist’s physical
limitations confine him indoors, with simple pleasures as his only comfort. Here, "7 % L \\" reflects both the monotony
and disappointment in life, conveying a sense of helplessness born from physical constraints. In both examples,
" E LU underscores the tragic circumstances faced in adversity, deeply expressing feelings of melancholy and
powerlessness in these conditions.

2.6 Expressing sympathy toward something
(1D AN% ik 20K, BEoONERKz. 2L ThE VORALSCEbTHEZCT 2V TEVWsN L
mofee HSEFLOEWMNE. TADBFHALELHSZVT, BHE-oF L2 EL, AL ZDRELCL »

NOVTLREEDICELLZL, LenDd20E»)Trun, EEANOELNE LD, BiN3IMOD 5DAED
72

QLN TP NSRS ] f kAt

(12) FROBF. VY FBERFETELINEIPDBIRCSsINT0ET., HECHBZRFERELI &
CAHT, DELENELIDTY,. WRABTE2ZILCANNEIET 2L YFOMBR ML £5. ¥HD
OB TDEWDELRZIANZDIE., (AT HIELVIEEBIEFLLZE. 2EbDIZVEEFEL D
D2, ) HEDOKEN, TAMTEATELVIEEBEZICK2LDIE. VKL, BLulkblWwlt
Thote, bo=>DEEFLABLTVE T,

CRILE=ME [H v & wa HADOR] HEEFE

In Example (11), "#& % L\ " is used to convey sympathy for a cat unaware of its owner's death. The cat, behaving as
usual, remains close to the owner’s body, even licking the wounds and blood, completely unaware of the situation. This
scene, where the cat’s ignorance and attachment appear pitiable, evokes sympathy and emotion. Here, "7 FE L V"
reflects the author’s compassion for the cat's innocence and lack of understanding, with a sense of helplessness about the
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inevitability of death. Similarly, Example (12) uses "#&% LV " to convey a grandmother’s profound sympathy for
Yigiri. As indicated by the underlined portion, the grandmother feels it unsuitable and degrading for someone of Yugiri’s
noble status to attend the university dormitory, mingling with students of lower status. In this instance, "7 % L\ "
conveys the grandmother’s concern and sympathy for the unfavorable situation Yagiri might face. Through "7 % L ",
these examples express feelings of pity for innocence and sympathy for inappropriate situations, highlighting the term’s
range in expressing compassionate emotions.

2.7 Conveying a sense of shame or disgrace
(13) FRZZ LW ZDZA12E. oA > Tuid A -> T2 EEFUN. £V TEIL
BHE—DMEVIL 2o LA Lok, HULZVEVINEKFLVIELE, bLEERTEDOLEEL DD EIIH
BLALIZLTOLEZECHNTER IV TB 2 &,
(ZEHHE= TEEARE] A
(1) HEF 206222210 MREZODHOEHCTFA2MIEL 2. o ha#R I 2O

WMELo THECHEE - REITHB, . . . (T [RTTEEFTEE I, BHEEEILLELSADZ. X
. KE » ] BREKEEBERCELZ. . . . (P STHACHTOLEPREREL B2 202, BREH

NIcd I RFECEFPN2E. ZOHOBBCAHIE Z > LREILT L.
Chg -7 THEIREC] saR4t)

In Example (13), the term "#FE L V" is used to express a situation that evokes shame. Although Nakasuji is someone
disliked by the group, the only food available at the gathering is his specialty. Ironically, despite initially shunning
Nakasuji, the group ends up anticipating and even enjoying his offering, exposing a sense of contradiction and
embarrassment. Here, "# % L\ " conveys not only self-mockery but also a sense of shame regarding the change in
attitude. Similarly, in Example (14), Zhao Jun feels embarrassed and ashamed after choking on a second bun, with this
awkward situation witnessed by Chun Shen. "7 % L\ " here captures Zhao Jun’s shame and discomfort over his
overeagerness, which leads to his disgrace in front of others. In these examples, "# % L\ " illustrates the feeling of
shame people experience when confronted with their own contradictions or embarrassing actions, showcasing its unique
role in depicting awkwardness and self-awareness.

2.8 Expressing astonishment or shock

(15) FHL EWODRHEHORIE . 7L 1 D B2F N FTF»6E [1E] 56 ML DA A A L £
T FHOHEL AL L TEERATLEE! BELLEETT !

CRITfE=BR [JHIETFED 7 v b E—)v ] i)

(16) FEFE. SHIEfEHEAHFEL2 L £ L. LB ELOTT, BELLSERAATHELE (b, F
IAATO L >IEFI>TL & 28 &

(Cr Ar Ey 7 A—R"—CE)HPHEGR) [RAELOFTY 2 HE] DEEH)

In Example (15), "# % LV " is used to describe a shocking scene in which many villagers crowd into a household with a
television on New Year’s Eve, leaving no time for the host to prepare for the holiday. Here, "% % L V" expresses not
only the scene's disorder but also a sense of astonishment at such unconventional behavior, highlighting the extreme effect
of television that overshadowed traditional New Year’s preparations. Similarly, in Example (16), "#& % L\ " describes a
woman dressed in overly thick clothing due to a cold, presenting a scene that appears exaggerated and almost comical,
evoking surprise and shock. In both examples, "% LV " is used to describe behavior or scenes that deviate from the
norm, conveying a sense of disbelief or surprise. This usage demonstrates the term's distinctive expressiveness when
describing shock toward unusual or exaggerated phenomena.
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3 ANALYSISOF "&E L\

The multiple meanings of "# % L\ " showcase its depth and versatility in conveying emotions and evaluations.
Examples from the corpus reveal that it not only expresses specific emotional tones but also reflects unique judgments
shaped by social norms and personal introspection. Its ability to describe both internal motives and external assessments
makes "7 E£ L " highly flexible and nuanced in expressing emotions such as shame, pity, criticism, and sadness. This
sets the foundation for the following cognitive linguistic analysis.

3.1 The Interrelationships among the Meanings of "#& & L "

Based on the analysis in Chapter 2, the primary meanings of "# % L " in modern Japanese can be summarized as
follows:

(1). Condemnation of certain desires or thoughts.
(2). Negative evaluation of appearance.

(3). Description of humility or weakness in a person.
(). Expression of sadness.

(5). Depiction of a tragic or pitiable state.

(6). Conveyance of sympathy toward something.
(@). Elicitation of shame or disgrace.

(8). Expression of astonishment or shock.

Meaning (1) focuses on the negative motivations within a person, while meaning (2) pertains to evaluations of outward
appearance. Since both the inner and outer facets represent aspects of the human condition, there is a metonymic
relationship between meanings (1) and (2). A further analysis of examples for meanings (1) and (4) reveals that both
convey a sense of condemnation, while meanings (3), (5), and (7), although slightly less intense, still convey a negative
evaluation. Therefore, meanings (1), 3), @), (5), and (7) are linked by metaphorical relationships in terms of emotional
resonance. Similarly, meaning (2) connects metaphorically with meanings (3), (4), (5), and (7) through a shared negative
emotional connotation, forming an associative link across these meanings. However, meanings (1), (2), 3), @), and (7)
do not display a clear connection to meaning (6).

Additionally, the tragic condition expressed in meaning (5) and the sympathetic feeling in meaning (6) can be viewed as
having a metonymic relationship. Tragic circumstances often evoke sympathy, and relevant examples in the corpus
confirm this sequential relationship, whereby tragedy and sympathy reflect one another cognitively.

A7) COHEBE. TOILTHALEANEACE LD EFLEDOT, RN RFEELNI ML IEED
INTLZDFRFLTE. BELOERA LW ERFERVWELED, $1-20L 25528 ALIHBVED
FLCWE. EREZELEYVLTOVBDTIA, SEIRMRACHEALT, £§9bnhoetnBolan il C.

(mg)H

CERIE) A RER) TEIRYEE R AGmAt] D

Example (17) uses "# % L\ " in the sense of meaning (5), signifying a tragic evaluation of the plight of those
impoverished and abandoned by society. When one witnesses these "useless people" left destitute on the streets, there is a
sense of pity for their unfortunate fates. This tragic condition ((5)) elicits sympathy for these individuals, with "sympathy"
here understood as synonymous with meaning (6) for "# % L\ ". In this context, the emotional process of sympathy is
outlined: first, there is a tragic situation, which then evokes sympathy. This natural progression reveals the metonymic
relationship between meanings (5) and (6), indicating that tragedy often serves as a trigger for emotion, with sympathy as
a secondary feeling derived from recognition and empathy. This close connection in meaning underscores the layered
cognitive depth of "7 £ L "
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Finally, according to the definition in the K&jien, meaning (8), “astonishment”, represents the original sense of
"HE LU and serves as the foundation for other meanings. Whether conveying condemnation, sympathy, or shame,
these emotions all stem from an initial sense of astonishment, making meaning temporally prior to meanings (1)
through (7), with a sequential metonymic relationship between them.

3.2 Characteristics of "¥#& & L > in the Corpus

In the Balanced Corpus of Contemporary Written Japanese (BCCWJ), the primary meaning of "#& % L\ " is meaning
(D). Although it is listed as a synonym for kawaisd (7] ZZ48) in Weblio's Synonym Dictionary (Chen, 2023; Weblio, n.d.),
examples where " & L " purely denotes sympathy are rare, with most instances containing elements of contempt.
When kawaiso is used ironically to mock, the similarity between the two terms increases, as in the following example:

(18) [Fil&Ai o1 JREAMELETRAL. Ab LW DL 2D, ¥4l 6. &%k
FHHTFEFTOL | LEFZNX->TEEV 2D, 28, A8 EEEEC, LOMOCECEABHLEENDR
Dol MADDHEEZELLFEWL,

Gk TR N— PR A v N ] Fhtt)

Here, "2 9 " does not convey genuine sympathy; rather, it carries an undertone of schadenfreude.

Additionally, data from the BCCWJ indicates that "7 & L \\" appears in spoken contexts only about one-fourth as often
as it does overall, suggesting that the term is rarely used in conversation.

4. CONCLUSION

From a cognitive linguistic perspective, this study utilizes data from the Balanced Corpus of Contemporary Written
Japanese (BCCWJ) to systematically analyze the multiple meanings of the Japanese term "y % L ", examining its
various semantic functions and internal relationships in modern Japanese. The findings indicate that although "7 % L "
is listed as a synonym for kawaiso (] 2 48) in Weblio's Synonym Dictionary (2024), it predominantly conveys pejorative
connotations in practical usage, primarily expressing condemnation, contempt, and ridicule, which differ significantly
from the semantic scope of kawaisd. In contrast, kawaisd tends to emphasize sympathy and compassion, generally
evoking more neutral or gentle emotions. "# % L\ ", on the other hand, carries a stronger sense of criticism and
aversion, with each term exhibiting distinct orientations and intensities in emotional depth.

Through an extensive examination of modern written Japanese examples from the corpus, this study categorizes
" F£ LV into eight primary meanings: condemnation of desires and motives ((1)), negative evaluation of appearance
((2)), description of humility or weakness ((3)), expression of sorrow ((4)), depiction of a tragic or pitiable state ((5)),
evocation of sympathy toward something ((6)), elicitation of shame or disgrace ((7)), and expression of astonishment or
shock ((8)). These meanings encompass the complex semantic dimensions of "7 % L \\" in contemporary contexts and
demonstrate the term's versatility in expressing various negative emotions.

In exploring the interrelationships among these meanings, this study finds that "3 L V" primarily conveys distinct
negative emotions through metaphorical and metonymic associations. For instance, meanings (1) and (2) pertain to inner
motives and outer appearance, respectively, forming a metonymic relationship that reflects a cognitive contrast between
inner and outer characteristics. Additionally, meanings (1), 3), ), (5), and (7) share a metaphorical relationship due to
their common basis in negative evaluation. Similarly, (2) also aligns metaphorically with meanings 3), 4), (5), and (7),
as these meanings collectively convey negative emotions, establishing associative links among them. Furthermore,
meaning (5)'s tragic state and meaning (6)'s sympathetic emotion form a metonymic relationship, given that tragic
circumstances frequently elicit sympathy. Additionally, this study identifies meaning (8), "astonishment", as the original
meaning of "¥& % L ", which provides the emotional foundation for other meanings, as condemnation, sympathy, and
shame all arise from an initial sense of astonishment. Consequently, meaning precedes meanings (1) through (7) in a
temporal sequence, forming a continuous metonymic relationship.
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It is worth noting that the analysis did not identify synecdochic relationships among the meanings of "# % L \\". This
finding suggests that the internal associations among the meanings of "# % L " are primarily constructed through
emotional metaphors and metonyms, rather than through part-whole or whole-part semantic substitutions. This insight
further delineates the specific pathways for emotional connections in "# % L V", indicating a preference for negative
evaluation through emotional mapping and cognitive analogy rather than through part-whole semantic replacements.

The study also reveals that although "# % L\ and "m]XfE" are considered near-synonyms to some extent,
" E LU is more commonly used in modern written Japanese to convey pejorative emotions, especially in contexts
involving criticism, contempt, or ridicule. Notably, "7 % L\ " appears less frequently in conversational Japanese,
comprising roughly only a quarter of its overall corpus appearances, suggesting that the term is more characteristic of
written descriptions. Furthermore, "7 % L \\" conveys pejorative emotions not only in terms of external behavior and
appearance but also engages with the individual's internal emotions, moral judgments, and self-reflection. This multi-
layered emotional expression allows "7 % L " to flexibly and richly convey negative evaluations in specific contexts.

In conclusion, this study elucidates the complex emotional functions and cognitive associations of "7 % L " in modern
Japanese, revealing its nuanced semantic features across different contexts through concrete examples. Future research
could further investigate the relationship between "7 % L\ " and other near-synonyms within the Japanese lexical
network, contributing to a more comprehensive understanding of its application value and role in emotional expression
within contemporary Japanese (Yao, 2017).
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